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This catalog is published annually by 
Seattle Public Utilities at the Cedar River 
Watershed Education Center. 

Cedar River Watershed 
Education Center
19901 Cedar Falls Rd SE 
North Bend, WA 98045 
 
206.733.9421 
425.831.6780

CRWprograms@seattle.gov
www.seattle.gov/util/crwec

VISIT US
EXIT 32

Rattlesnake Lake Recreation Area

Cedar River Municipal Watershed Gate 

Iron Horse State Park

CENTER HOURS 
November – March
Tuesday – Friday 
10AM to 4PM

April – October
Tuesday – Sunday 
10AM to 5PM

FREE ADMISSION

We are closed to the public: Mondays, City Holi-
days,  and weekends November through March.  

GETTING HERE
We are located about 35 miles east of 
downtown Seattle near North Bend.

From Seattle take I-90 east to exit 32 
(436th Ave SE/Cedar Falls Road SE). 

Go south (right) on Cedar Falls Road SE 
for about 4 miles. 

We are located near the end of the road, 
past Rattlesnake Lake (on right) and Iron 
Horse State Park (on left).

NOTE:  The Rain Drums stop playing 
when the temperature drops below 
34 degrees fahrenheit to protect the 
system from freezing.

HERITAGE LIBRARY HOURS
The library is staffed by volunteers, so 
please call ahead if you plan to visit. 

RATTLESNAKE LAKE HOURS
The Rattlesnake Lake Recreation Area 
is open dawn to dusk daily.  Camping is 
not allowed. 
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The Cedar River Municipal 
Watershed is the primary 

source of clean, reliable 
tap water for the Seattle 
area. This hidden gem is 

closed to unsupervised 
public access, but 

through guided tours, 
exhibits and events, you 

can discover the story 
behind the scenery. Come 

see for yourself!  It’s  
closer than you think.
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SEATTLE’S TAP WATER

A watershed is an area of land that drains (or 
sheds) water to a collection point such as a 
stream, lake, or ocean. The greater Seattle area 
relies on two mountainous watersheds for 
clean, safe drinking water. 

Just south of North Bend, Washington, the 
Cedar River Municipal Watershed provides sev-
enty percent of Seattle’s tap water.

The South Fork Tolt River Municipal Watershed 
supplies the other thirty percent.  The Highline 
Well Field provides up to one percent, when 
needed.  

HISTORY

For over 9,400 years people have relied on the 
land and water of the Cedar River. As glaciers 
retreated from the Salish Sea 11,000 years ago 
travel, trade, and traditions expanded along the 
Cedar’s waterways and mountain passes. 

In the early 1900’s, Seattle developed the Cedar 
River as a municipal supply of water and hydro-
electricity.  During the 20th century, logging, 
mining, railroads, and dam construction trans-
formed the landscape.

Today, Seattle’s vision to acquire, restore, and 
protect the watershed makes it a world-class 
leader in watershed stewardship.

Historic Cedar Falls Townsite Cedar Falls In-depth Watershed Tour

Discover, Learn, Connect, at
                     The Cedar River Watershed
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CONNECT

The Cedar River Watershed Education Center is 
a gathering place nestled above the shores of 
Rattlesnake Lake, 35 miles east of Seattle. Fami-
lies, groups, individuals, and classes come to 
discover, learn, and connect. 
 
Students of all ages are drawn to the unique 
experiences offered through the Center. Tours, 
special events, field classes, and family activities 
take place throughout the year.          
 
The Center is also a premier rental facility with 
space for weddings, retreats, and conferences 
available year-round.

Cedar River Watershed Education Center Common Loon on Chester Morse Lake

LEARNING AT THE SOURCE

The Cedar River Municipal Watershed is one of 
six unfiltered water sources for large cities in the 
country, bringing you some of the best water in 
the world. 

To protect the quality of the water from this 
unfiltered source, Seattle Public Utilities actively 
enforces the “closed status” of the 91,000-acre 
Cedar River Municipal Watershed. 

Guided tours and in-depth programs led by 
experienced Watershed educators and guest 
presenters provide a rare and exciting glimpse 
into this hidden gem. 
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THE EDUCATION CENTER:
Opportunities abound 
when you visit. Exhibits, 
art, spectacular land-
scapes, and sustainable 
design inspire more than 
30,000 visitors annually.  
Whether you are attending 
a workshop or exploring 
the Exhibit Hall with your 
children, you will experi-
ence the unique natural 
and cultural history of the 
Cedar River Watershed.

Operated by Seattle Public Utilities, 
this award winning facility is a 
model of sustainability designed 
by Jones and Jones Architects. 
 
LANDSCAPE
Sweeping views of Rattlesnake 
Ledge and Lake, sod-covered 
roofs, and moss-covered boulders 
evoke the spirit of the Cedar River 
Watershed.  Ruby Springs dances 
among rain drums as it flows 
through native gardens and out 
to Rattlesnake Lake.  Benches 
provide an opportunity to sit 
quietly, enchanted by the magical 
connection of land and water.
 
ART
Delightful sights and sounds 
catch first time visitors off-guard. 
Water sprinkles through maple 
branches, splashing composed 
original rhythms onto water 
drums.  Inside the Welcome Room 
excited children point to the 
ceiling exclaiming at tree roots 
entwined with neon lights. Below 
their feet, stylized root patterns are 
sandblasted into the floor. These 
popular features were created by 
artist Dan Corson, through the 
Seattle Art Commission’s “Percent 
for Art” program.
 
WATER IS MAGIC EXHIBITS
Entertaining and educational 
for all ages, hands-on exhibits 
transport you into the closed 
boundaries of the Cedar River 
Municipal Watershed.  Flow 
through the water cycle with your 
water droplet ball, traveling from 
clouds to mountains, plants, and 
people. Journey through habitats 
and history as you look, listen and 
do. 
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WELCOME ROOM & GIFT SHOP
Enter a truly welcoming place. Talk with 
a naturalist, explore the Exhibit Hall, or 
relax in cozy chairs at the gateway to 
the Cedar River Municipal Watershed.  
You can pick up a map, field guide, 
water bottle, or toy from the gift shop. 
Experience the rich natural and cultural 
history of the region in your own unique 
way.
 
HERITAGE LIBRARY & GALE ARCHIVES
Connect to the distinctive cultural 
history of the Cedar and Tolt River 
Watersheds. Home to 9,400 years of 
artifacts, photos, maps, and documents, 
the library holds stories of both past and 
present. Discover something new as a 
casual visitor or as a serious researcher.

AUDITORIUM
Windows and large sliding glass doors 
open to the Heritage Courtyard, 
connecting you to the beauty outside.  
The tall ceiling and unique architecture 

RENT OR SPEND THE DAY

creates a comfortable atmosphere 
appropriate for diverse events such 
as wedding receptions, retreats, and 
seminars. 
 
LOON AND LICHEN LABS
This versatile and dividable space is 
used primarily for education programs, 
small workshops, and as part of larger 
events. During school programs, the 
room is full of microscopes and the 
excitement of discovery.  Each lab can 
be used separately or as one large room.
 
HERITAGE COURTYARD
Between the Auditorium and Learning 
Labs is the open-air courtyard with 
spectacular views of Rattlesnake 
Ledge and Lake. Look closely and find 
historic pipes and interesting rockwork 
seamlessly incorporated into the 
setting.
 
FRIENDS MEETING ROOM
This bright and open space is perfect for 

small meetings, breakout sessions, or a 
wedding changing room. Surrounded 
by tall windows, the light shines in 
and offers views onto the landscaped 
grounds. 

ROOM RENTALS

The inspirational setting makes 
the Center an exceptional place 
for parties, events, and meetings. 
Available for small or larger groups 
(120 people maximum), it regularly 
receives high praise. Audio-visual 
equipment, chairs, tables, and 
kitchen are available at no extra 
charge. The kitchen is fully stocked, 
including water pitchers and 
glasses.  Since the Cedar River has 
some of the best drinking water 
in the world, bottled water is 
discouraged. Government agencies 
and non-profit organizations qualify 
for substantial rate discounts.
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S

WATERSHED TOURS & 
SPECIAL EVENTS

Our programs provide a 
chance for you and your 
family to connect to the 
watershed. Tours and 
guided activities vary in 
length. Special events do 
not require registration. 
All programs offer the 
chance to extend your 
understanding of the 
unique ecological and 
cultural history of the 
watershed and region.

REGISTRATION
Registration begins on March 1, 2012.  
Space is limited, so plan ahead and 
make your reservations early.

COST
Prices vary depending upon the pro-
gram.  Payment is due in full prior to 
attendance and can be paid in person, 
by mail or over the phone.  Cash, 
check and credit cards are accepted. 

DISCOUNTS
Youth and senior discounts are avail-
able for Tap Water Tours only.

YOUNG ADULTS
For adult programs: Responsible 
youth, ages 14 - 17 with an interest 
in natural and cultural history, are 
welcome to attend adult programs.  
Youth must be accompanied by a 
participating adult.

CANCELLATIONS 
To receive a refund or credit, cancel-
lations must be made at least two 
weeks prior to the program.

PREPARATION
Many programs happen in remote 
areas of the watershed, far from 
indoor facilities. You may encounter 
cold temperatures, rain, mud, insects, 
heat, and other inclement conditions. 

Please come equipped with food 
(snack/lunch), water, appropriate foot-
wear (hiking/waterproof ), raingear, 
and any other provisions (hiking 
poles/gators) required for you to stay 
warm, dry, and comfortable for the 
duration of the program.  

Attendees need to be in reasonably 
good physical condition and prepared 
for a day outside that includes short 
hikes of moderate intensity.

SYMBOL KEY

BUS TOUR

VAN TOUR

WALKING & HIKING

SPECIAL EVENT

CENTER-BASED

WATERSHED-BASED

ADULTS

FAMILIES
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5

6

7

8

9

10

12

SUMMER
     JULY
7/11          Knee-High Naturalists                                      p.19

7/13          Family Waterfall Tours                                      p.18

7/14          Family Waterfall Tours                                      p.18

7/15          Family Waterfall Tours                                      p.18

7/20          Tap Water Tour                                                     p.10

7/21          Tap Water Tour                                                     p.10

7/22          Tap Water Tour                                                     p.10

7/27          Tap Water Tour                                                     p.10

7/28          Tap Water Tour                                                     p.10

7/29          Tap Water Tour                                                     p.10

      AUGUST
8/3             Tap Water Tour                                                    p.10

8/4             Tap Water Tour                                                    p.10

8/4            Exploring Old Growth Forests                         p.14

8/5             Tap Water Tour                                                    p.10

8/8            Knee-High Naturalists                                      p.19

8/8            Evening Around the Campfire                         p.19 

8/10          Family Waterfall Tours                                      p.18

8/11          Family Waterfall Tours                                      p.18

8/12          Family Waterfall Tours                                      p.18

8/17          Tap Water Tour                                                     p.10

8/18          Tap Water Tour                                                     p.10

8/19           Tap Water Tour                                                    p.10

8/24           Tap Water Tour                                                    p.10

8/24          Evening Around the Campfire                        p.19

8/25          Tap Water Tour                                                     p.10

8/25          Exploring Old Growth Forests                         p.14

8/26          Tap Water Tour                                                     p.10

SPRING
      MAY
5/12         Exploring Wetland Ecology                             p. 14

5/13         Mother’s Day Tea & Talks                                  p. 20

5/19         Hands-On Nature                                               p. 18

5/27         Pop-Up Museum                                                p. 20

      JUNE
6/2           Historic Taylor                                                      p. 16

6/10         Historic Taylor                                                      p. 16

6/13           Knee High Naturalists                                       p. 19

6/16           Greenway Days Waterfall Tours                      p. 18

6/17           Greenway Days Waterfall Tours                      p. 18

6/23           Railroad History Treasure Tour                        p. 16

6/23           Evening Around the Campfire                        p. 19

6/28           Rattlesnake Ledge Geology Hike                   p. 19

FALL
      SEPTEMBER
9/2            Evening Around the Campfire                          p.19

9/8            Habitat Restoration: Upper Watershed          p.15

9/9            Historic Cedar Falls                                               p.17

9/15          Historic Cedar Falls                                               p.17

9/22          Habitat Restoration: Lower Watershed          p.15

9/29          Photo I                                                                     p.11

9/30          Photo II                                                                    p.11

 
                      

 OCTOBER
10/7          Wild Mushrooms I                                                p.11

10/13        Cedar River Salmon Journey                            p.21

10/14        Pop-Up Museum                                                  p.20

10/14        Cedar River Salmon Journey                            p.21

10/20        Owls & Woodpeckers                                          p.15            

10/20        Cedar River Salmon Journey                            p.21

10/21        Wild Mushrooms I                                               p.11 

10/21        Cedar River Salmon Journey                            p.21

10/27        Cedar River Salmon Journey                            p.21

10/28        Wild Mushrooms II                   p.11

10/28        Cedar River Salmon Journey                            p.21

WINTER
           DECEMBER
12/27        Wondering About Wildlife                                p. 21

PROGRAM CALENDAR

To register for programs
contact us at:

THE CEDAR RIVER 
WATERSHED 
EDUCATION CENTER

19901 Cedar Falls Rd SE 
North Bend, Wa 98045 
 
206.733.9421 
425.831.6780

CRWprograms@seattle.gov

www.seattle.gov/util/crwec

CONTRACT INSTRUCTORS WANTED
See page 23 for details.
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INTRODUCTORY TOURS

These programs are an ideal overview of the history and 
purpose of the watershed.

GROUP TAP WATER TOURS
Seattle Public Utilities Naturalists

Join us on a van tour for organized 
groups of nine or more adults seeking 
in-depth information with spectacular 
views of Seattle’s tap water supply. Tours 
are 2 - 3 hours long. Group-organized 
bus transportation is also an option.

ADULTS $5

FEE WAIVED FOR COLLEGE CLASSES

•   Contact us for more information. 

TAP WATER TOURS
Seattle Public Utilities Naturalists

This interpretive tour by bus and by foot into the mountainous river-fed watershed 
is a great introduction to the Cedar River Municipal Watershed.  See the source of 
your tap water and hear stories of this unparalleled protected watershed.

ADULTS     $10          YOUTH (10+ with an adult) & SENIORS    $5

Looking for
Family Friendly

Tours? 

See Page 18

• Friday,            
• Saturday,      
• Sunday,        
• Friday,            
• Saturday,    
• Sunday,       
• Friday,          
• Saturday,      
• Sunday,         
• Friday,           
• Saturday,      
• Sunday,         
• Friday,           
• Saturday,      
• Sunday,         

July 20,            9:45AM - 12:30PM
July 21,            9:45AM - 12:30PM
July 22,            9:45AM - 12:30PM
July 27,            9:45AM - 12:30PM
July 28,            9:45AM - 12:30PM
July 29,            9:45AM - 12:30PM
August 3,        9:45AM - 12:30PM
August 4,        9:45AM - 12:30PM
August 5,        9:45AM - 12:30PM
August 17,      9:45AM - 12:30PM
August 18,      9:45AM - 12:30PM
August 19,      9:45AM - 12:30PM
August 24,      9:45AM - 12:30PM
August 25,      9:45AM - 12:30PM
August 26,      9:45AM - 12:30PM
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FIELD SKILLS

Learn new skills to help you explore and enjoy the natural 
world of the watershed and beyond.

I - GETTING STARTED

What settings should I use 
to photograph nature? 
How do I adjust white bal-
ance? Once I have taken 
a photograph, what is the 
best way to organize and 
edit them in my computer? 
Answers to these and other 
questions will be covered. 
We start in the classroom 
and then go into the field 
with our cameras and prac-
tice shooting in different 
modes and shutter speeds. 

ADULTS     $40 ($75 for both)

• Saturday, Sept. 29,  10AM - 3PM

II - THE DIGITAL DARKROOM

We will take an image from 
capture, learn how to use 
evaluative tools and discuss 
output options, from print-
ing at home, to uploading to 
social media or online photo 
sharing sites. The presenter 
will be demonstrating with 
Adobe Photoshop Light-
room 3.5.  Participants are 
urged to purchase or down-
load a free trial version and 
bring a laptop and camera 
with them. 

ADULTS        $40 ($75 for both)

• Sunday, Sept. 30,  10AM - 3PM

I – THE CHANTERELLE 

After a short talk and an 
examination of a chante-
relle mushroom, our prin-
cipal edible, and it’s chief 
imposters, we will walk in 
the woods of the Water-
shed to locate and identify 
mushrooms. Upon return 
to the classroom, we will 
cook and offer a taste to 
anyone wanting to sample 
the bounty.

ADULTS     $15

• Sunday, October 7, 10AM - 2PM
• Sunday, October 21, 10AM - 2PM

II - BEYOND THE BASICS

Following a classroom 
presentation, we will walk 
in the Watershed to find 
and identify mushrooms in 
native habitat. Upon return 
to the classroom, we will 
cook and offer a taste to 
anyone wanting to sample 
the bounty. Participants 
should be able to reliably 
identify at least one or two 
species on their own prior 
to this class. 

ADULTS     $15

• Sunday, October 28,  10AM - 2PM

OFF THE BEATEN PATH: OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPHY
Eric Kessler

BOUNTY OF THE FOREST FLOOR: WILD MUSHROOMS  
Wren Hudgins
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Rattlesnake 
Mountain

Tiger 
Mountain

North Bend

�rough tours and other outdoor 
experiences, you can visit the most 
spectacular spots within the closed 

boundaries of the Cedar River 
Municipal Watershed. �is map 

gives you just a taste. 

To learn more, check the 
individual program listings.

EXIT 32

Rattlesnake Ledge Geology Hike p.19

Education Center p.6

Exploring Old Growth Forests p.14

Habitat Restoration in the  
Upper Watershed  p.15

Exploring Wetlands p.14

Owls & Woodpeckers p.15

Wild Mushrooms p.11

Tap Water Tours p.10
Habitat Restoration in the  
Lower Watershed  p.15

Railroad History 
Treasure Tour  p.16

Historic Cedar Falls p.17

Historic Taylor p.16

Cedar River Salmon Journey p.21

N

EW

S

Seattle
Tolt River Municipal Watershed 

Cedar River Municipal Watershed

ç Issaquah & Seattle

Snoqualmie Pass & Easton è
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IN-DEPTH NATURE EXPERIENCES

Join special guest experts to explore watershed wildlife and 
habitats more in depth.

AMONG ANCIENTS: EXPLORING 
OLD GROWTH FOREST ECOLOGY
Clay Antieau, MS

The Cedar River Municipal Watershed 
preserves diverse, inspiring old growth 
forest ecosystems.  Join botanist Clay 
Antieau, as he visits some of the best 
low-elevation and high-elevation old 
forests in the Cascades.  Hikes will 
include trips to the Lost Creek old 
growth and ancient forests of Findley 
Lake.  Learn why old growth forests are 
important and what the City of Seattle is 
doing to manage second-growth forests 
so they function more like older forests.   
This trip is “rain or shine” and involves 
hiking 1 – 2 miles through moderately 
rugged terrain. 

ADULTS     $15

• Saturday, August 4,   9AM - 4PM
• Saturday, August 25, 9AM - 4PM

QUIET WATER: EXPLORING  
WETLAND ECOLOGY
Clay Antieau, MS

The Cedar River Municipal Watershed 
holds a dramatic array of wetland 
habitats that provide important fish and 
wildlife habitat and help produce clean, 
abundant water.  Join botanist Clay 
Antieau in the field exploring wetland 
ecosystems in the Watershed, including 
a spectacular 40 acre fen (Eagle Ridge 
Meadow); strange “kettle” wetlands (14 
Lakes); and a forested bog in the Rock 
Creek riparian wetland complex. 

This trip is “rain or shine” and involves 
hiking off trail through rugged terrain. 

ADULTS     $15

• Saturday, May 12,  9AM - 4PM

“I love  
coming to 
programs 
here. The 
scenery is 
amazing 
and I  
always 
learn  
something 
new.”
- Participant, 
  Wetlands Ecology Field Trip
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WATER FOR FISH & PEOPLE:  
HABITAT RESTORATION IN THE 
LOWER WATERSHED
David Chapin, PhD

During this program you will see a 
variety of aquatic and riparian habitat 
restoration actions that Seattle Public 
Utilities has implemented as part the 
Cedar River Watershed Habitat Conser-
vation Plan.  Highlights of the program 
include the Landsburg Diversion Dam 
fish passage facility (and possibly 
viewing some Chinook salmon), and 
examples of restoration projects in 
streams and lakes in the watershed.  You 
will learn about past land use impacts to 
habitat and how Seattle Public Utilities 
is continuing to improve conditions for 
many fish and wildlife species.

 ADULTS     $15

• Saturday, September 22 , 9AM - 4PM

HIDDEN CONNECTIONS:  
HABITAT RESTORATION IN THE 
UPPER WATERSHED
Rolf Gersonde, PhD

Old-growth forests not only look 
different than young second-growth 
forests, they taste better! We will 
explore differences in wildlife habitat 
and ecosystems between young and 
old forests in the Rex River Basin. Our 
forest and wildlife biologist will help 
you discover the hidden connections 
in this forest ecosystem and explain 
how we restore biodiversity and habitat 
in young forests in the Cedar River 
Watershed.     

ADULTS     $15

• Saturday, September 8, 9AM - 4PM

THE UNTOLD STORY: 
OWLS & WOODPECKERS 
Paul Bannick

Join photographer Paul Bannick for a 
delightful slide presentation with both 
new images and photos from his book 
The Owl and the Woodpecker. Every 
wild place and urban area in North 
America hosts an owl or a woodpecker 
species, while healthy natural places 
often boast representatives of both.
After the presentation, Paul and a Seat-
tle Public Utilities’ naturalist will lead the 
group to forested habitats inside the 
closed boundaries of the Cedar River 
Municipal Watershed.

ADULTS     $15

• Saturday, October 20,  10AM - 12PM
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STORIES FROM THE PAST

Go back in time through guided visits to significant  
historic sites in the watershed.

RAILROAD HISTORY  
TREASURE TOUR
Clay Antieau, MS

The Cedar River Municipal 
Watershed has a fascinating railroad 
history, but the evidence of that 
history is now almost completely 
gone, or hidden within a mantle 
of forests.  This tour seeks out 
some of the remaining structures, 
grades, and legacies created when 
railroads were King.  Join botanist 
and amateur rail enthusiast, Clay 
Antieau, exploring these railroad 
treasures in the Watershed using 
maps and photos. The field tour 
includes visits to an historic steel 
truss trestle, a wooden trestle, 
and the former Milwaukee Road 
switchyard.

ADULTS     $15

• Saturday, June 23, 9AM - 1PM

CLAY, COAL & A COMPANY TOWN: HISTORIC TAYLOR  
Seattle Public Utilities Naturalists

Step back in time and spend an afternoon exploring the remains and the stories of 
the abandoned town and factory on a guided walking tour. The bricks, clay and bits 
of coal hidden beneath lush undergrowth at the historic townsite of Taylor (1892-
1947) reveal a different era in the lower Cedar River Municipal Watershed. 

Meeting location is 
near Maple Valley. 
Pre-registration required.

ADULTS     $10

• Saturday, June 2,  1PM - 3PM
• Sunday,   June 10,   1PM - 3PM

MAKE HISTORY by sharing your  

watershed moments with us.  We want 

to hear about your experiences at the 

Center, on a field trip, or at a special 

event.

 Send us a letter, email or find us on 

Facebook.
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LET THERE BE LIGHT: HISTORIC CEDAR FALLS
Seattle Public Utilities Naturalists

Take an afternoon stroll behind the gates to Cedar Falls, historic townsite and 
birthplace of Seattle City Light. The company town was originally carved from the 
wilderness in the first years of the 20th century. It is now headquarters for Seattle 
Public Utilities’  Watershed Services Division. On this walking tour discover the 
stories of those who worked, lived, and grew up in this unique setting. 

ADULTS     $10

• Sunday,   September 9,     2PM - 4PM
• Saturday, September 15,  2PM - 4PM

STORIES & PICTURES of watershed history can be explored in the  

Library and Exhibits of the Cedar River Watershed Education Center. 

Or visit us online at: seattle.gov/util/crwec
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FAMILY-FRIENDLY  

Bring the whole family for an adventure of discovery.

FAMILY WATERFALL TOURS
Seattle Public Utilities Naturalists

This one-hour tour by bus and by foot is perfect for families.  Visit Cedar Falls behind 
the closed gates to experience it’s beauty, and find out how it supplies part of the 
tap water for the greater Seattle area.

ALL AGES $5
UNDER 5      FREE

HANDS-ON NATURE:  
PRINT-MAKING
April Richardson

Greet Nature with a child or on your 
own – come see what’s sprouting at 
the Cedar River Watershed in early 
spring.  Take an easy walk along the 
Lake Loop to gather leaves, and make 
art to celebrate the season’s start.  In the 
classroom, participants will use plant 
materials, non-toxic inks and a portable 
etching press to create a series of beau-
tiful prints to apply to notecards (3-4 
cards w/envelopes per person) or take 
home to frame.

1 CHILD, 1 PARENT $15
EACH ADD’L. CHILD  $ 7 

• Saturday, May 19, 10AM - 12PM

Looking 
for

 Tap Water
Tours? 

See Page 10

• Saturday,      June 16,       
• Sunday,         June 17,       
• Friday,            July 13,        
• Saturday,      July 14,       
• Sunday,         July 15,        
• Friday,           August 10,  
• Saturday,      August 11,  
• Sunday,         August 12,  

10AM -11AM  &  12PM - 1PM
10AM - 11AM     &  12PM - 1PM
10AM - 11AM     &  12PM - 1PM
10AM - 11AM     &  12PM - 1PM
10AM - 11AM     &  12PM - 1PM
10AM - 11AM     &  12PM - 1PM
10AM - 11AM     &  12PM - 1PM
10AM - 11AM     &  12PM - 1PM
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RATTLESNAKE LEDGE 
GEOLOGY HIKE
Pierre LaBarge

Come and explore the ancient volcano, 
glacial ice, melt-water floods, and 
underground rivers that shaped the 
land and waterways of the Cedar River 
Watershed. This moderately strenuous 
interpretive hike goes through a variety 
of landforms to one of the most spec-
tacular vistas in the region. Round-trip 4 
miles; elevation gain of 1,200 feet. Hike 
begins at the trailhead and ends at the 
summit of Rattlesnake ledge.

ADULTS $5
KIDS (8+ with an adult)  FREE
No pets please.

•Thursday, June 28, 1PM - 4:30PM

EVENINGS AROUND THE 
CAMPFIRE
Seattle Public Utilities Naturalists

Learn about nature while enjoying 
snacks and activities around a cozy 
campfire. We will also take a stroll 
around the Center.

June: Whooo’s Out There
August: Whooo’s Out There
August: Violet Time Night Hike
September: Batty About Bats

FAMILIES (AGES 4+) $5

KNEE-HIGH NATURALISTS
Seattle Public Utilities Naturalists

Take a morning stroll from the Cedar 
River Watershed Education Center along 
Rattlesnake Lake with a Naturalist to 
discover rocks, birds, plants and things. 
Paced for short legs and shorter atten-
tions spans, this program will explore 
shapes, colors, and textures found in 
nature. Up to two children can be regis-
tered per adult.

18-36 MONTHS   $5
ADULTS                  FREE

•Wednesday,    
•Wednesday,      
•Wednesday, 

• Saturday, 
•Wednesday,    
• Friday,    
• Sunday,

June 23,               7 PM - 8:30PM
August 8,             7:30 PM - 9PM
August  24,          8PM - 9:15PM
September 2,      7 PM - 8:30PM

June 13,       9:45AM - 10:45AM
July 11,         9:45AM - 10:45AM 
August 8,     9:45AM - 10:45AM
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FREE SPECIAL EVENTS

There is something for everyone at these unique events. 

Registration not required.

SHARE YOUR STORY: POP-UP MUSEUMS
You!

Objects have stories and so do you. We invite you to bring an item that represents 
the Cedar River. The objects each of you bring will become part of the Center’s first 
ever  “Pop-Up Museum”. You will write a label for your object and then the conversa-
tion begins.  The “museum” may be temporary, but you will bring home more than 
just your object after this special time of sharing. 

May: The Magic of Water

October: Cedar River Stories

ALL AGES FREE

• Sunday, May 27,              11PM - 12PM
• Sunday, October 14,       2PM - 3PM

MOTHER’S DAY TEA & TALKS
Seattle Public Utilities Naturalists

Join us for a quaint Mother’s Day tea (or 
coffee) and snacks. Relax and watch a 
slide show about the watershed. Stroll 
around and enjoy a short tour of the 
Education Center campus and learn the 
story of Rattlesnake Lake. Discover fun 
tidbits about moms (human and other) 
in the watershed. This program is for 
multi-generational families to celebrate 
the mothers in their lives. 

ALL AGES     FREE

• Sunday,   May 13,   10AM - 3PM

Pop-Up Museum [n]:

1.  A short-term exhibit of objects 
selected by participants.

2. A way for diverse people to 
connect and learn through objects 
centering on a shared theme.
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WONDERING ABOUT WILDLIFE
Seattle Public Utilities Naturalists & 
Special Guests

This winter break, Seattle Public Utilities 
would like to invite the whole family 
to join us for a free, fun-filled day at 
the Cedar River Watershed Education 
Center. Dissect a barn owl pellet and 
discover what was for lunch. Make a 
pinecone bird feeder and participate 
in other wildlife arts and crafts. Activi-
ties will be both inside and out. Bring a 
lunch and stay for the day. Registration 
is not required.

ALL AGES    FREE

• Thursday, December 27, 10AM - 3PM

CEDAR RIVER SALMON JOURNEY
Volunteer Naturalists

See spawning salmon at sites along the Cedar River this fall! Learn from volunteer 
naturalists about the epic journey that takes place every fall as salmon swim from 
the ocean, through the Chittenden Locks to Lake Washington, and on up the Cedar 
River to spawn. Chinook, sockeye, and coho salmon call this river home, among 
other fish species. Trained volunteers are stationed at five different sites, interpret-
ing this incredible phenomenon. 

Salmon Journey hours and 
locations can be found at: 
www.CedarRiver.org

ALL AGES     FREE

Want to become a volunteer 
naturalist for the 2012 season? 

Contact: charlotte@cedarriver.org

October 13,     11AM - 4PM 
October 14,     11AM - 4PM
October 20,     11AM - 4PM 
October 21,     11AM - 4PM
October 27,     11AM - 4PM 
October 28,     11AM - 4PM

• Saturday,     
• Sunday,         
• Saturday, 
• Sunday,   
• Saturday, 
• Sunday,
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SCHOOL FIELD TRIPS
The Cedar River Watershed offers free education programs to schools and groups. These programs meet the Washington State 

K-12 Integrated Environmental and Sustainability Education Learning Standards. 

Reservations for ‘Seeing the Source’ and ‘Land and Water’ programs are based on a NEW registration lottery process. Online 

applications for the 2012-2013 school year will be accepted between June 1 and August 10, 2012. Reservations for ‘Water is 

Magic’  program are offered year-round depending on staff availability.

Take a self-led journey that explores 
water’s wondrous properties. 

Water is Magic programs are available 
to any class or organized group. 
Options for a Naturalist-led introduction 
program are available. Participants 
travel through the water cycle, listen 
to stories of the past and present, and 
investigate drinking water from the 
Cedar River. 

Reservations required for 10 or more.

Program Length     1+ hours

Grade Level              All Ages

Transportation        Any Option

Group Size                10 people minimum

Adult/Child Ratio    1 to 5 

Seasons Offered       Year-round

Take a journey into the heart of the 
Cedar River Municipal Watershed on 
a Naturalist-led field trip to see the 
source of students’ drinking water.

Hands-on activities encourage 
understanding of water cycles, 
watersheds, water quality, erosion, 
cultural history, riparian areas, and 
wildlife. Teachers must provide 
commercially licensed school buses 
or vans. Bus subsidies are available for 
Seattle Public Schools.

Program Length     3.5 hours

Grade Level              4th & 5th grades

Transportation        Licensed Bus or Van

Group Size                1 class

Adult/Child Ratio    1 to 5 

Seasons Offered       Spring & Fall

Take a Naturalist-led journey to 
the Water is Magic exhibits and the 
Rattlesnake Lake basin exploring 
connections between land, water, 
and people.

Student’s will experience the water 
cycle, listen to stories of the past and 
present, and investigate the source 
of their drinking water. A lakeshore 
walk inspires a closer look into nature 
through water testing and high quality 
microscopes in our lab.

 

Program Length     3.5 hours

Grade Level             4th & 5th grades

Transportation        Bus or Parent Drivers

Group Size                1 class

Adult/Child Ratio    1 to 5 

Seasons Offered       Spring & Fall

WATER IS MAGIC SEEING THE SOURCE LAND AND WATER
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BE A VOLUNTEER AT THE  
EDUCATION CENTER  

The Cedar River Watershed Education 
Center depends on volunteers like you 
to make its award-winning programs a 
success. Opportunities include greeting 
visitors, assisting with special events, 
driving a van for a field trip, and hosting 
the library.

 

Cedar River Watershed Education Center 

206.733.9421 

crwprograms@Seattle.gov 

seattle.gov/util/crwec

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE  
CEDAR RIVER WATERSHED 

Friends of the Cedar River Watershed is 
a private, non-profit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion incorporated in 1996 and dedi-
cated to the protection and restoration 
of the Cedar River/Lake Washington 
Watershed and all the communities 
within its boundaries. Opportunities 
include everything from planting trees 
to becoming a volunteer Naturalist for 
the Cedar River Salmon Journey.

Friends of the Cedar River Watershed 

206.297.8141 

info@cedarriver.org 

cedarriver.org

CONTRACT WORKSHOP & 
FIELD TRIP INSTRUCTORS

We are seeking knowledgeable and 
passionate individuals to teach families 
and adults about the watershed 
through the natural and cultural history 
of the Pacific Northwest.  Instructor fees 
are negotiable.

Cedar River Watershed Education Center
 

206.733.9421 

crwprograms@Seattle.gov 

seattle.gov/util/crwec

GET INVOLVED
Get more involved! There is something for everyone. Explore one of the many options to meet your skills, interests, and time 

availability.  There are three major ways to become part of the team.



The Cedar River 
Watershed 
Education Center 
Connecting people to the 
source of Seattle’s drinking 
water and its unique cultural 
and natural history, inspiring 
confidence, stewardship 
and sustainability.

 www.seattle.gov/util/crwec ( 206.733.9421  CRWprograms@seattle.gov

19901 Cedar Fal ls  Rd SE,  Nor th Bend,  WA 98045

seattle.gov/util/crwec

Find us on
Facebook


